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[Sent to NMED, from Giant Refinery - Bloomfield, by email October 15, 2003)
# 1 East Outfall
Mr. Price

Giant Refining-Bloomfield would like to inform you on the status of the #1 East Outfall
and seeks your comments. On 7/31/2003 Giant discovered hydrocarbon in the #1 east
outfall. Giant developed an "Emergency Action Plan" that was approved by OCD. This
plan included the construction of two earthen containment dikes configured in series.
Each containment dike was equipped with a discharge pipe that was used for sampling
and water release. Samples from the first containment dike were below water quality
standards with the exception of benzene. The benzene level averaged 0.1 65 ppm, samples
taken from the second containment dike ran from "non-detect to 0.01 ppm. The samples
taken from the discharge of the second containment dike showed "non-detect".
On 9/12/2003 the hydrocarbon contamination in the first containment dike became
noticeably heavier. Giant immediately began to pump out this containment dike via
vacuum truck, retuning all the discharge back into the refinery's waste water system. The
discharge from the # 1 east outfall has since cleaned up, but Giant continues to pump out
this discharge and not risk the possibility of an undetected event of hydrocarbon increase.
There are two problems associated with pumping the discharge in this manner, (1) the
cost of pumping and hauling and (2) the extra load put on our waste water system. Giant
is establishing a plan to pump this water to an oil-water separator and recover the
hydrocarbon. Giant would then utilize the remaining water by returning it to the refinery
raw water pond. Giant is expecting the benzene in this water to be in the O.165ppm range
similar to the levels we experienced in the first containment pond. Giant will collect
BTEX samples from the water discharge of the Oil-Water separator on a weekly basis for
a period of four week after the system becomes operational.
Giant continues its investigation into the source of the hydrocarbon and has scheduled
soil borings in for the first part of November.
Your thoughts and comment would be greatly appreciated. If you have questions please
contact me by e-mail or at (505) 632-4171.
Sincerely,

James R. Schmaltz
Environmental Supervisor
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