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REFINING COMPANY 

September 26, 2005 

Mr. Wayne Price 
New Mexico Oil Conservation Division 
1220 South Street Francis Drive 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 

Re: Email Clarification 

Dear Mr. Price: 
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In an email dated September 15, 2005 from James Romero he had indicted that Giant has 

experienced intermittent discharges of oil into our ponds mainly from problems with the 

old API separator. The "prior discharges of oil" James referred to was limited to carry 

through associated with infrequent unit upsets/large storm events resulting in increased 

oil/water reporting to the separator. The carry through of oil was then captured primarily 

from aeration lagoon #1 and on occasion minor carry over to lagoon #2 and recovered for 

processmg. 

The new separator was sized and designed to handle any increased surges of oil to the 

separator. The storm water system was then isolated from the process sewer system. The 

problems associated with the new separator relate to plugging of the pump and is being 

addressed by the installation of a new chopper pump. 

If you have any questions regarding this clarification please contact me at (505) 722-

0217. 

Sincerely, 

~4:-
Ed Riege 
Environmental Superintendent 

C: C;rff Chavez OCD 
.Jlope Monzeglio NMED 
David Kirby 
EdRios 
James Romero 
Steve Morris 
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Monzeglio, Hope, NMENV 

From: James Romero [jromero@giant.com] 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

Wayne, 

Price, Wayne, EMNRD; Monzeglio, Hope, NMENV; Chavez, Carl J, EMNRD 

Ed Rios; Ed Riege; Steve Morris; David Kirby; Johnny Sanchez 

When did Giant discover oil being discharged into ponds 

In regards to your question "When did Giant first discover that oil was 
being discharged into the evaporation ponds?" Since 1997 Giant has 
experienced intermittent discharges of oil into our ponds mainly from 
problems with the old API separator. A new API was constructed and put into 
service to help alleviate these issues. However, as you are aware, we have 
been experiencing problems with the new API sump pump. Prior discharges of 
oil into our ponds have not compared to the magnitude and volume of the 
spill reported 8/15/05 and observed by your office on 9/8/05. 

DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this e-mail message may be 
privileged, confidential and protected from disclosure. If you are not the 
intended recipient, any further disclosure, use, dissemination, distribution 
or copying of this message or any attachment is strictly prohibited. If you 
think you have received this e-mail message in error, please e-mail the 
sender at the above address and permanently delete the e-mail. Although this 
e-mail and any attachments are believed to be free of any virus or other 
defect that might affect any computer system into which they are received 
and opened, it is the responsibility of the recipient to ensure that they 
are virus free and no responsibility is accepted by Giant Industries, Inc. 
or its affiliates for any loss or damage arising in any way from their use. 

Sent: Thu 9/15/2005 10:33 AM 
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