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This Quarterly Closure Progress Report for the Sandia National Laboratories, New Mexico Chemical Waste Landfill (CWL) has been prepared pursuant to the CWL Final Closure Plan and Post-Closure Care Permit Application (Closure Plan) (SNL/NM December 1992). This section documents activities at the CWL for the reporting period from August through October 2010.  No groundwater sampling events occurred at the CWL during this reporting period. 


1.0 [bookmark: _Toc279578868][bookmark: _Toc279654733]Introduction 

All Voluntary Corrective Measure (VCM) activities for the CWL have been completed.  The CWL Landfill Excavation (LE) VCM Final Report was submitted to the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) in April 2003 (SNL/NM April 2003) and approved by the NMED in December 2003 (Moats December 2003).  The Site Operational Boundary Closure Addendum to the LE VCM Final Report was submitted to the NMED in August 2005 (SNL/NM August 2005) and approved by the NMED on October 25, 2005 (Bearzi October 2005).  With the submittal of the Waste Management Addendum to the LE VCM Final Report in the February 22, 2006 CWL Quarterly Closure Progress Report (SNL/NM February 2006) as Appendix B, all LE VCM regulatory deliverables have been submitted. With the completion of the VCMs, technical meetings will be held on an as-needed basis. The public will continue to be informed of significant events through the Environmental Restoration Project public meeting process. 

Installation of the cover as an interim measure was requested in April 2004 (Wagner April 2004) and approved with conditions in September 2004 (Kieling September 2004). The cover was completed in September 2005 in accordance with the conditions of approval. All field activities have been completed at the CWL, including the installation of new groundwater monitoring wells CWL-BW5, CWL-MW9, CWL-MW10, and CWL-MW11 and decommissioning of groundwater monitoring wells CWL-BW4A, CWL-MW4, MW5U/L, and MW6U/L.  Long-term monitoring under the NMED-approved CWL Post-Closure Care Permit (NMED October 2009a) will commence after NMED approval of final closure. 
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The Final Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) Closure Report documents the completion of all closure activities specified in the “Risk-Based Approval Request, 40 CFR [Code of Federal Regulations] 761.61(c) Risk-Based Method for Management of PCB [Polychlorinated Biphenyl] Materials” (SNL/NM October 2001), approved by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in June 2002 (Cooke June 2002).  The Final TSCA Closure Report was submitted to the EPA and NMED on November 2, 2006 (SNL/NM November 2006).   

The Final Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Closure Report documenting closure in accordance with all CWL Closure Plan requirements was submitted to the NMED on September 27, 2010.   The required 40 CFR 265.116 (survey plat) and 40 CFR 265.119 (notation on property deed) notices were submitted to the Bernalillo County Zoning Commission and County Clerk, respectively, as well as the NMED in early September 2010 in accordance with the Closure Plan.  These notices were also included as an appendix in the Final RCRA Closure Report (SNL/NM September 2010), which documents the backfilling of the former CWL, installation of the at-grade evapotranspirative (ET) cover, ET cover revegetation activities, installation of the four new groundwater monitoring wells, and the final end-state conditions and cumulative risk assessment.  

Fieldwork associated with the installation of the four new groundwater monitoring wells (CWL-BW5, CWL-MW9, CWL-MW10, and CWL-MW11) and decommissioning of groundwater monitoring wells CWL‑BW4A, CWL-MW4, CWL-MW5U/L, and CWL‑MW6U/L was completed in August 2010 with the final land survey of the new wells.  The Well Installation and Decommissioning Report was submitted as an appendix of the Final RCRA Closure Report, in accordance with the requirements of the CWL Closure Plan. 

All required closure actions have now been completed in accordance with the CWL Closure Plan and the 2008 through 2009 negotiations that covered the CWL Closure Plan Amendment As Changed (revisions to Chapter 12 and to Appendix G), the CWL Post‑Closure Care Permit, and the CWL Corrective Measures Study Report and Final Remedy. These negotiations were completed on October 15, 2009, and documented in the settlement agreement and Final Order In the Matter of Application for a Post-Closure Care Hazardous Waste Permit for the Chemical Waste Landfill, Sandia National Laboratories No. NM5890110518 (Final Order) (NMED October 2009a), which also included the final Post-Closure Care Permit.  The NMED issued a “Notice of Approval, Final Remedy and Closure Plan Amendment, Chemical Waste Landfill” on October 16, 2009 (NMED October 2009b).  The October 16, 2009, NMED approval included the final versions of two revisions to the Closure Plan that were part of the Closure Plan Amendment as Changed; Chapter 12; and Appendix  G, Revision 4, Section 1.0.  
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No CWL groundwater monitoring activities were performed for the reporting period from August through October 2010.    

No soil-gas sampling was performed at the CWL during this reporting period. Soil-gas sampling is not required under the Closure Plan but will be a requirement under the CWL Post-Closure Care Permit (NMED October 2009a). 
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The CWL ET Cover maintenance will be performed in November to remove undesired annual plant species, including Russian thistle and four-wing saltbush.

After NMED approval of the Final RCRA Closure Report, the Closure Plan will no longer be in effect, and the CWL Post-Closure Care Permit (NMED October 2009a) will become the sole source of operating conditions.
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